HINESBURG BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

MINUTES

NOVEMBER 20, 2007

Members Present:  Tom Mathews, Jeanne Wilson, Michael Junga, Roger Kohn, David Blittersdorf and Walter Hausermann.

Guest Present:  Donna Fay from Vermont Campaign for Health Care Security Education Fund.

The HBPA meeting was a dinner meeting held at Papa Nick’s and called to order at 6:40 pm by President Tom Mathews.

Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Jeanne Wilson reported a checking balance of $1,958.22.

Feature Presentation:  Donna Fay gave a presentation on the Vermont Campaign for Health Care Security Education Fund (VCHCSEF) and Catamount Health Care.  VCHCSEF is a non-profit organization working to educate Vermonters about and helping them enroll in Vermont’s public health care programs.  It is a project or AARP-Vermont, Vermont-NEA, Vermont Citizens Campaign for Health, Community Catalyst and America’s Agenda: Health Care for All.  In addition to working on health care reform, outreach to determine eligibility and get people enrolled in Catamount Health Care, VCHCSEF will have an initiative for the upcoming legislative session to advocate for the expansion of the Catamount plan so small businesses can buy into it.  

Catamount Health is a State health insurance plan for uninsured Vermonters.  The cost and benefits of Catamount Health are determined by the legislature.  The comprehensive coverage is provided through BC/BS or MVP.  Vermonters are eligible for coverage through Catamount Health if they have been uninsured for 12 months or lost insurance coverage due to job loss, divorce or because of leaving college.  Premium costs are determined by household income.  To receive an application for Catamount Health, residents can contact the State of Vermont at 1-800-250-8427 or go to www.greenmountaincare.org.  For more information, contact VCHCSEF at 1-866-482-4723 or go to www.catamounthealth.org.

Club Business:

Membership Information & Updates:  Membership Coordinator Michael Junga reported that there are now 49 active members.  Membership renewal letters will go out in January.

Website Feedback & Latest Posting:  Website Manager Bob Stahl was unable to attend the meeting, but reported via email that the website is working well.  He will work with Roger Kohn to train Roger as a back up for site management.  Bob has been in touch with Will Keyworth regarding placing photos on the site.  Some jobs have been posted, and Bob will touch base with the businesses to see if the jobs have been filled and will remove the postings if necessary.  There are some resumes posted, which Bob will leave on the site.

Map Update:  Map printing quotes were compared for Minuteman Press, Queen City Printers and L. Brown and Sons Printing.  Members in attendance voted to have the map printed by Minuteman Press (7,000 copies for $1,384.50).  At the suggestion of David Blittersdorf, it was decided to make the paper selection contingent upon checking the percentage of recycled paper used for the glossy format versus opaque.  Thanks to HBPA member Jon Cunningham of Minuteman Press (formerly Vermont Print and Mail) for investigating the project size issue and coming up with a solution which will allow this project to be printed by one of our members. 

Holiday Wine and Cheese Social:  It was decided to move the annual wine and cheese social up to the second week of December to avoid being too close to the Christmas holiday.  The date will be Tuesday, December 11th from 6 – 8 pm.  Roger Kohn offered to host the social at his law offices on Route 116.  Tom Mathews, Jeanne Wilson and Walter Hausermann volunteered to handle the drinks and refreshments.

Donation:  Members in attendance voted to make a $50 donation to FAHC Hematology & Oncology Department in memory of Rhonda Warren who passed away earlier in November.  Rhonda was the wife of HBPA member Randy Warren of R & M Mechanical, and daughter of HBPA member Jean Isham of Midway Decorating.

Update on Town Projects:  Town Administrator Jeanne Wilson gave an update on various town projects, including the Route 116 / Charlotte Road traffic signal, the village re-zoning proposal, the wastewater treatment facility upgrade and expansion proposal, sidewalks and recreation path projects, and the public transportation study.

Next business meeting – Tuesday, January 15th, 2008.  Time and location TBA.  
Reminder:  Remember the Financial Management Workshop Series, starting Monday, January 14th.

